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E-news December 2025 

President’s Message 

Dear Members, 

There has been confusion and misleading claims recently about the structure of the SSAA and 
the role of SSAA National (Inc). The SSAA operates under a federalised model: each state and 
territory is a separate legal entity, and you are a member of SSAA Queensland, not SSAA Inc. The 
national body exists to provide services to state associations. 

Firearms are a state issue, and different states face a wide variety of local and varied issues, 
and so, it makes sense that the SSAA was structured along these lines. 

A helpful comparison are the motoring groups: RACQ, NRMA, and RACV - all of which are 
independent state bodies that choose to belong to the Australian Automobile Association 
(AAA). Individuals join RACQ or NRMA - not the AAA itself. The state body RACQ is the one 
you’ve likely dealt with, rather than the AAA, since roads, vehicle registration, etc are state 
issues. 

Queensland is by far the largest and best-resourced association, with more than 80,000 
members and significant assets. Because of our size, capacity, and financial strength, 
throughout the years we have moved to providing more of the services our members need. 
Again, most issues affecting shooters - licensing, ranges, competitions, and politics - are state-
based, and Queensland is well equipped to manage them directly and effectively. 

It makes perfect sense for smaller states to utilise services from SSAA Inc. It does not make 
sense for Queensland to pay for services since we are able to provide them more effectively 
ourselves. 

To be completely clear: 

• SSAA Queensland is the organisation you belong to. 
• SSAA Queensland is your genuine reason. 
• Your public liability is provided and managed by SSAA Queensland. 
• SSAA Queensland has more than 75 ranges and affiliates. 
• SSAA Inc (National) has zero ranges or branches. 
• SSAA Queensland is not going anywhere.  

We will continue to act in the best interests of Queensland shooters and ensure your 
membership funds are used where they matter most now and into the future.  

Sincerely,  

Jeff Ross, 

President SSAA Queensland    
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Protecting law-abiding shooters 

Australian Shooters Alliance continues consultation with the National Firearms Register  
By Rachael Oxborrow  
 

 
Tim and Rachael were in Canberra last week continuing to work to protect members and promote the 
shooting sports. 
 
As targeted policy consultation continues on the National Firearms Register, the challenges 
faced by the broad scope of the work continue to be brought to light. 
 
Most recently, I, alongside Executive Director Tim Bannister from SSAA Queensland’s Australian 
Shooters Alliance (ASA), highlighted the intricacies at play when it comes to borrowing and 
lending, firearms categories and the differences in licensing between state and territory 
jurisdictions. 
 

It’s true to say that Tim and I are Australia’s most experienced 
professional lobbyists in our subject matters and we jumped at the 

opportunity to engage on behalf of the ASA with the Register, now under 
the control of the Minister of Home Affairs, Tony Burke. 

 
The consultation forms a part of the NFR Program, which is intended to be a four-year initiative 
and is expected to be operational by mid-2028. This timeframe captures the legislative, policy, 
data and technical improvements required to deliver on its law enforcement and community 
safety objectives.  
 
As a part of this work, all states and territories and a number of Australian Government agencies 
are improving their registries, portals and management systems and this can include changes to 
legislation, policy, business processes, technical systems and data quality and consistency.  
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Putting aside the argument as to whether the costs of state-based firearm databases provide 
value for money in providing public safety outcomes, we know the firearms community is willing 
to work with firearms licensing authorities and the databases they manage. As a community we 
use firearms for sport, hobbies and pest management roles and we are required to interact with 
the state firearms registries.  
 
Since the concept of the national firearms register was flagged, the key requirement was tied to 
a near real-time capture of the movements of licensed firearms to assist law enforcement 
agencies and support their safety by having the most accurate information available through the 
state databases.  
 
While logically this makes sense, the reality presents increasingly more ‘problems’ to solve. For 
instance, the practice of lending and borrowing firearms varies by jurisdiction and presents a 
complex scenario to address. In Queensland, for instance, borrowing and lending of firearms 
can be done legally between those with appropriate licence categories, and this is similar in 
Victoria. New South Wales regulations also allow for this, but the state’s police firearms branch 
notes that the stored location of firearms must be updated via the Firearms Registry within 14 
days. In South Australia, a written loan agreement is required between the two firearms licence 
holders.  
 
The aforementioned processes allow for safety of storage and licensing requirements, but don’t 
necessarily map real-time movements of firearms. Mapping these movements with a self-
reporting system would assist in capturing the information the registry would require but adds 
another layer of bureaucracy to a part of society that is already heavily regulated. It is also 
problematic when the concept of traveling with firearms comes into play.  
 
This consultation session also allows ASA to highlight inconsistencies in categorisation of 
firearms, range attendance and recording requirements. This discussion again presented an 
opportunity to reiterate across all topics of discussion that while there are efficiencies to be 
gained with consistency, the scope of the work will continue to creep and, as a result, the 
budget required.  
 
The Australian Shooters Alliance remains engaged with the project leaders of the NFR to 
explain, provide guidance and represent the interests of law-abiding firearm owners.  
 

 

https://www.spika.com.au/thermtec-ibex-thermal-scope?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=thermtec-ibex-reportmag
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Australian Red Cross Lifeblood – 
donations needed 
This Christmas, why not give a gift that saves lives? From January 2025 through to November 
2025, SSAA members have made 234 whole-blood donations, which, according to the 
Australian Red Cross equates to 2751 lives saved. 

Whole blood, plasma and platelets are all needed. 

Why is blood and plasma donation so important? 

• � 1 in 3 people will need blood or a blood product in their lifetime. 
• ���� Yet only 1 in 30 eligible people aged 18+ donate. 
• �������� 1 donation saves up to 3 lives. 

 
You’re the gift and we need your donation. 

• Visit your nearest Lifeblood Donor Centre to donate between 24 November – 4 
January and you’ll receive a limited-edition festive bandage designed by 
Australian artist Nico Nicoson. 

It is easy to let the holidays overwhelm you and take up a lot of your time, so it is especially 
important this time of year to continue your donations or to make a start. Roll up your sleeves to 
continue to support this worthy cause. 

 

13 14 95 | lifeblood.com.au  

Facebook I X I LinkedIn I Instagram   

 

Competition 

 
*Click here to enter. Prize valued at $410. Competition closes December 31.   

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furl.avanan.click%2Fv2%2Fr01%2F___https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lifeblood.com.au%2Fdonor-centre___.YXAzOnNzYWFxbGQ6YTpvOjE0ZDRhMzQ2ZDYzOTc5NTUzZDA0OWRkMDNjMWQ5NzUwOjc6OWRiMTozZWM2MzI2OTE2ZGM0OTc0M2Q4Y2JlMjg0YzFhZDg1YTVjMjNjZmI4MjhhMWZlN2FiMDYwMDU3YmRkNGRhNDI3Omg6RjpO&data=05%7C02%7Cjmartens%40ssaaqld.org.au%7C1ec762df0034405dc82808de34778cb6%7C60ad5b81f45e46b786c0ed76c0796784%7C0%7C0%7C639005885252546200%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ydZPaBb2MpEhDUbk0iRcLOQGtncB%2FeBP4BO01u%2FEQmc%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furl.avanan.click%2Fv2%2Fr01%2F___http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lifeblood.com.au%2F___.YXAzOnNzYWFxbGQ6YTpvOjE0ZDRhMzQ2ZDYzOTc5NTUzZDA0OWRkMDNjMWQ5NzUwOjc6ODBmMjo4MmQyNzU3MWFiZTExOGFkMjM1YmQyYWNhMjNmZGY3MWQ1OWQ2NTMwZjE4NDE4MDA0NmIxY2E0YmJmZTE0OGNkOmg6RjpO&data=05%7C02%7Cjmartens%40ssaaqld.org.au%7C1ec762df0034405dc82808de34778cb6%7C60ad5b81f45e46b786c0ed76c0796784%7C0%7C0%7C639005885252696092%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=goj2y2MlwF90LR%2FFmuT4Eh3bpbpbfmPvef5qHf4xndE%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furl.avanan.click%2Fv2%2Fr01%2F___https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Flifebloodau___.YXAzOnNzYWFxbGQ6YTpvOjE0ZDRhMzQ2ZDYzOTc5NTUzZDA0OWRkMDNjMWQ5NzUwOjc6Njk2MTo5Y2U5NTYxNDNiNTlhOTdmNjIzZGRmMmViMGQ0ZGY3NWI2Zjc5MzBiZWUxYWY4MmZmNzkzNTczN2UxN2ZhODY5Omg6RjpO&data=05%7C02%7Cjmartens%40ssaaqld.org.au%7C1ec762df0034405dc82808de34778cb6%7C60ad5b81f45e46b786c0ed76c0796784%7C0%7C0%7C639005885252710404%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=75JVYQtFdxOwS2NG5T73lvLPDojTQEiYVk6YSSpnDeM%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furl.avanan.click%2Fv2%2Fr01%2F___https%3A%2F%2Fx.com%2Flifebloodau___.YXAzOnNzYWFxbGQ6YTpvOjE0ZDRhMzQ2ZDYzOTc5NTUzZDA0OWRkMDNjMWQ5NzUwOjc6ODU5ZDozYzQ1OWFkOThiZTA5OGQ4MDczNDY1ZWFlZDA2YjJlYzUzYTVkZWUxMDliYWQ2ODdlZmU3ZmU0MzRlOGZlYzdiOmg6RjpO&data=05%7C02%7Cjmartens%40ssaaqld.org.au%7C1ec762df0034405dc82808de34778cb6%7C60ad5b81f45e46b786c0ed76c0796784%7C0%7C0%7C639005885252726448%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WmUh7UxVTBilgoigm2HoHzRFeVqSoRxDDVuywzxdVQ0%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furl.avanan.click%2Fv2%2Fr01%2F___https%3A%2F%2Fau.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2Faustralian-red-cross-lifeblood___.YXAzOnNzYWFxbGQ6YTpvOjE0ZDRhMzQ2ZDYzOTc5NTUzZDA0OWRkMDNjMWQ5NzUwOjc6ZDU5MjphN2I3ZDkwODM1MWJlYTAwNWFmMzk2Y2E1MTZlNDA0ZTRhYzJhZDhjYWRkZmJkZDU3ZThhMTBkNDRhZmRlMDE1Omg6RjpO&data=05%7C02%7Cjmartens%40ssaaqld.org.au%7C1ec762df0034405dc82808de34778cb6%7C60ad5b81f45e46b786c0ed76c0796784%7C0%7C0%7C639005885252741429%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fhrL1h%2BfCCMVkl1TMAiEXDDb12mh7WwU0md5vDClhZ4%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furl.avanan.click%2Fv2%2Fr01%2F___https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Flifebloodau%2F___.YXAzOnNzYWFxbGQ6YTpvOjE0ZDRhMzQ2ZDYzOTc5NTUzZDA0OWRkMDNjMWQ5NzUwOjc6ZGFiNDo5NmMyZGM1NjAyMTc3NTJiZjBlMjAzYzU3NmVlZGJjY2IxYzE3NGRhYTRiMWYwOGMxYzFjY2Q2OTZiZTNmZTg5Omg6RjpO&data=05%7C02%7Cjmartens%40ssaaqld.org.au%7C1ec762df0034405dc82808de34778cb6%7C60ad5b81f45e46b786c0ed76c0796784%7C0%7C0%7C639005885252756360%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=w5hdNHgIrYWg9ptA8e%2FHdQk12MeGVYsLPGuCiiGnwYo%3D&reserved=0
https://ssaaqld.org.au/competitions/win-a-gme-mt610g-plb/
https://ssaaqld.org.au/category/competitions/
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Click here to apply. 
 

The Report – December 2025 
December’s issue of The Report is out now. You can catch up on all 
the great content here. Highlights from this issue include: 

• Gundogs – a lifestyle, not a part-time hobby 
• PARD Predator – Thermal Clip-On 
• Rifle review: Wedgetail Mini – Compact, tough and accurate   
 
 
 

 

Member Exclusive Deals 

 

Click here to see all the deals on offer. 

https://ssaaqld.org.au/news-events/bursary/
https://ssaaqld.org.au/magazine/
https://ssaaqld.org.au/exclusive-deals/
https://ssaaqld.org.au/news-events/bursary/
https://ssaaqld.org.au/exclusive-deals/
https://ssaaqld.org.au/magazine/
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